STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: SPECIAL EDUCATION

Dr. Gordon M. Riffel, Special Assistant to the Superintendent
Special Education Coordination
Illinos State Board of Education
100 North First Street
Springfield, IL 62777-0001
(217) 782-4826
E-mail: griffel@smtp.isbe.state.il.us 
Web: www.isbe.state.il.us/ 
PROGRAMS FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS
AGES BIRTH THROUGH 2 

Janet D. Gully, Acting Bureau Chief
Bureau of Part C/Early Intervention
Dept. of Human Services
P.O. Box 19429
Springfield, IL 62794-9429
(217) 782-1981; (800) 323-4769 (in IL only)
E-mail: DHSVR50@dhs.state.il.us
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES: 
AGES 3 THROUGH 5

Kay Henderson, Division Administrator
Division of Early Childhood Education
100 North First Street, E-230
Springfield, IL 62777-0001
(217) 524-4835
E-mail: hhenders@smtp.isbe.state.il.us
STATE VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AGENCY

Carl Suter, Associate Director 
Office of Rehabilitation Services
Department of Human Services
P.O. Box 19429 
Springfield, IL 62794-9429
(217) 524-3824 (V); (217) 782-5734 (TTY)
E-mail: ilvr@rehabnetwork.org
Web: www.state.il.us/agency/dhs/vr.htm
OFFICE OF STATE COORDINATOR OF VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Sharon Full, Special Populations Coordinator
Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street, C-418
Springfield, IL 62777-0001
(217) 782-3370
E-mail: sfull@smtp.isbe.state.il.us
STATE MENTAL HEALTH AGENCY 

Leigh Steiner, Ph.D., Associate Director
Office of Mental Health 
Department of Human Services
400 Stratton Building
Springfield, IL 62706 
(217) 782-7555
E-mail: dhsmhyb@dhs.state.il.us
STATE MENTAL HEALTH REPRESENTATIVE FOR CHILDREN 

Leigh Steiner, Ph.D., Associate Director 
Office of MH/Department of Human Services
400 Stratton Building
Springfield, IL 62765
(217) 782-7555
E-mail: dhsmhyb@dhs.state.il.us
STATE MENTAL RETARDATION PROGRAM

Melissa Wright, Associate Director
Department of Human Services
405 Stratton Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 
(217) 524-0260
STATE DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL

Sheila T. Romano, Executive Director
Illinois Planning Council on DD
830 S. Spring St.
Springfield, IL 62704 
(217) 782-9696 (V/TTY)
Web: www.state.il.us/agency/ipcdd/
PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY AGENCY

Zena Naiditch, CEO & President 
Equip for Equality, Inc. 
11 East Adams, Suite 1200 
Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 341-0022; (800) 537-2632 (V) 
(800) 610-2779 (TTY)
CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Cynthia Grothaus, Manager 
Illinois Client Assistance Program
100 North First Street, 1st Floor West
Springfield, IL 62702-5197 
(217) 782-5374 (V/TTY)
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS

Charles N. Onufer, Director
Division of Specialized Care for Children 
University of Illinois at Chicago
P.O. Box 19481 
2815 West Washington, Suite 300
Springfield, IL 62794-9481 
(217) 793-2340 
E-mail: cnonufer@uic.edu
Web: www.uic.edu/hsc/dscc/ 
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING

Ellen Roth, State Coordinator of the Deaf 
Division of Services for Persons who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
Department of Rehabilitation Services
100 West Randolph Street, Suite 8-100
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 814-2939; (312) 814-3040 (TTY)
E-mail: dhsdbh06@dhs.state.il.us
STATE EDUCATION AGENCY RURAL REPRESENTATIVE

Marilyn Holt, Administrator 
Dept. of Rural Education, IL State Board of Education 
123 South Tenth Street, Suite 200 
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 
(618) 244-8383
E-mail: mholt@smtp.isbe.state.il.us 
REGIONAL ADA TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AGENCY

Robin Jones, Project Director
Great Lakes DBTAC
University of IL/Chicago
Institute on Disability & Human Development
1640 West Roosevelt Road (MC/626)
Chicago, IL 60608-6902
(312) 413-1407 (V/TTY); (800) 949-4232 (V/TTY)
E-mail: gldbtac@uic.edu
Web: www.adagreatlakes.org
DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS

Attention Deficit Disorder
To identify an ADD group in your state or locality, contact either:

Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CH.A.D.D)
8181 Professional Place, Suite 201
Landover, MD 20785
(301) 306-7070
(800) 233-4050 (Voice mail to request information packet)
E-mail: national@chadd.org
Web: www.chadd.org
National Attention Deficit Disorder Association (ADDA)
P.O. Box 1303
Northbrook, IL 60065-1303
E-mail: mail@add.org
Web: www.add.org
Autism
To identify an autism group in your state, contact:
Autism Society of America
7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 300
Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 657-0881; (800) 3-AUTISM
Web: www.autism-society.org
Brain Injury
Cheryl Burda, President/CEO
Brain Injury Assoc. of Illinois
1127 South Mannheim Rd., Ste. 213
Westchester, IL 60154
(708) 344-4646; (800) 699-6443 (in IL only)
E-mail: biail@yahoo.com
Web: www.BIAUSA.org/illinois/bia.htm 

Epilepsy 
Barbara Wilder-Dershin, President/CEO
Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Chicago
20 East Jackson Boulevard, 13th Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 939-8622; (800) 273-6027
(312) 939-1117 (TTY)
E-mail: info@epilepsychicago.org
Epilepsy Resource Center
(serving central Illinois)
219 Bruns Lane
Springfield, IL 62702
(217) 726-1839 (V/TTY); (800) 800-6401
E-mail: epilepsy@spfldsparc.org

Learning Disabilities 
Judy Hannigan, President 
Learning Disabilities Association of IL 
10101 S. Roberts Rd., Suite 106
Palos Hills, IL 60465 
(708) 430-7532 
E-mail: JanetLerner@juno.com
Web: www.ldanatl.org
Mental Health 
Jan Holcomb, Executive Director
Mental Health Association in IL 
188 West Randolph Street, Suite 2225
Chicago, IL 60601 
(312) 368-9070 
E-mail: shcmhai@aol.com
Web: www.mhai.org
Randy Wells, Executive Director
NAMI Illinois
730 E. Vine Street, Suite 209
Springfield, IL 62703 
(217) 522-1403; (800) 346-4572 (In IL only)
E-mail: AMIIL@eosinc.com
Web: amiil.nami.org/amiil
Mental Retardation/Developmental Disabilities 
Tony Paulauski, Executive Director
The Arc of Illinois
1820 Ridge Road, Suite 300
Homewood, IL 60430-1739
(708) 206-1930; (708) 206-1171 (Fax)
E-mail: tony@thearcofil.org
Web: www.thearcofil.org
Speech And Hearing 
Cynthia Keillor, Executive Director 
Illinois Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
230 E. Ohio Street, Suite 400
Chicago, IL 60611-3265
(312) 644-0828, ext. 2210
E-mail: ckeillor@bostrom.com
Web: www.ishail.org


Visual Impairments
Paul Schroeder, Director
American Foundation for the Blind
401 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 308
Chicago, IL 60611
(312) 245-9961
E-mail: chicago@afb.net
Web: www.afb.org 

UNIVERSITY AFFILIATED PROGRAM

David Braddock, Director
Institute on Disability & Human Development
University of Illinois at Chicago
1640 West Roosevelt Road
Chicago, IL 60608
(312) 413-1647 (V); (312) 413-0453 (TTY)
E-mail: braddock@uic.edu 
TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE 

Wilhelmina Gunther, Executive Director
Illinois Assistive Technology Project
1 W. Old State Capitol Plaza, Suite 100
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 522-7985(V/TTY)
(800) 852-5110 (V/TTY, in IL only)
E-mail: iatp@fgi.net
Web: www.iltech.org
PARENT TRAINING AND INFORMATION PROJECTS 

Charlotte Des Jardins, Director 
Family Resource Center on Disabilities
20 East Jackson Blvd., Room 300 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 939-3513; (312) 939-3519 (TTY) 
(800) 952-4199 (In IL)
E-mail: frcdptiil@ameritech.net
Web: www.ameritech.net/users/frcdptiil/index.html

Donald Moore, Executive Director 
Designs for Change 
6 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1600 
Chicago, IL 60602-4809
(312) 857-9292; (312) 857-1013 (TTY)
(800) 851-8728
E-mail: dfc1@aol.com

Deb Kunz, Executive Director
Family T.I.E.S. Network
830 S. Spring Street
Springfield, IL 62704
(800) 865-7842; (217) 544-5809 (V/TTY)
E-mail: ftiesn@aol.com
Web: www.taalliance.org/ptis/fties 

Everardo Franco, Executive Director
National Center for Latinos with Disabilities
1915-17 South Blue Island Avenue
Chicago, IL 60608
(312) 666-3393 (V); (312) 666-1788 (TTY)
(800) 532-3393 Information & Referral Line
E-mail: ncld@ncld.com
Web: homepage.interaccess.com/~ncld/
PARENT-TO-PARENT

Charlotte Des Jardins, Executive Director 
Family Resource Center on Disabilities 
20 East Jackson Blvd., Suite 300 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 939-3513; (800) 952-4199 (in IL)
E-mail: frcdptiil@ameritech.net
Web: www.ameritech.net/users/frcdptiil/index.html

Charlotte Cronin, Executive Director
Family Support Network of Illinois
5739 West Martindale Lane
Peoria, IL 61615-9669
(309) 693-8981
E-mail: ccronin@flink.com
Web: www.familysupportnetwork.org
OTHER DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS 

Tom Berkshire, President
Easter Seals Illinois
2715 South 4th Street, Box 1767
Springfield, IL 62705-1767
(217) 525-0398; (800) 525-0067
E-mail: esealsil@mcleodusa.net
Web: www.ind-bank.org

Pathways Awarness Foundation
123 North Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60606
(800) 955-2445; (800) 326-8154 (TTY)
E-mail: friends@pathwaysawareness.org
Web: www.pathwaysawareness.org

Jo Holzer, Executive Director
Council for Disability Rights
205 W. Randolph, Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60606-1820
(312) 444-9484; (312) 444-1967 (TTY)
E-mail: cdrights@interaccess.com
Web: www.disabilityrights.org

Amy J. Serpe, Project Director
VSA arts of Chicago
Merchandise Mart, Suite 493
200 World Trad Center Chicago
Chicago, IL 60654
(312) 527-2620; (800) 526-0844 (TTY)
E-mail: amys@vsarts.org
