Questions about Hemispherectomy
What makes my child a candidate for the surgery?

What is your experience with this procedure?

What is the procedure that is recommended? Anatomic, Functional, other and why?

What is the reason that this procedure is necessary at this time? Must the procedure be performed immediately?

Has the healthy side of the brain assumed enough of the functions of the right side to safely perform the surgery and expect to see developmental improvement?

What are the options if this procedure is not done?

What will/might happen if the operation is not done?

If the operation is not done at this time, can it be done later?

What are the consequences if the procedure is postponed or delayed?

What is the anticipated outcome of the procedure?

What exactly are the expected or possible benefits of doing the procedure?

Will the surgery affect hearing or eye sight?

Is there good reason to believe that surgery will significantly improve my child’s health and quality of life?

How likely is it that these benefits will result from the procedure? 
What are the specific risks that this procedure involves? 
What are the problems, complications, or conditions that are the risks of the procedure? 
How common are these complications and potential adverse events? 
If complications occur, how can they be treated? 
How long is a typical hospital stay? 
What is the recovery process after this procedure? 
Who will provide the rehabilitation therapy? How often?
Will pain control medications be necessary? 
How long will it be until the child can resume normal activities?
Where will you make the incision?

Do you feel my child can make more developmental progress after a hemi surgery?

Understanding that all of your patients are different, can you give me an example of a patient who might be kind of similar to my child before the surgery and how the patient is after the surgery?
In your opinion, is the surgery being done just to control his seizures or do you feel the child will progress more physically and mentally after the surgery?
Can you explain to me the review process that this hospital goes through to decide which patients might be candidates for the surgery? Who is in the review board? What do they look for?

Have you done any hemi surgeries where afterwards you thought you didn't make the right decision and perhaps you should not have done the surgery?
Are there any children who were worse after the surgery than before the hemi surgery?
Are you sure there is no seizure activity on the healthy side of the brain?
What percentages of your patients who have had the surgery have seizures afterwards?
