STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: SPECIAL EDUCATION

Gary M. Sherman, Director
Special Populations, Department of Education 
P.O. Box 94987 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 
(402) 471-2471 (V/TTY); 
E-mail: gsherman@nde.state.ne.us
Web: www.nde.state.ne.us/SPED/sped.html
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES: 
AGES 3 THROUGH 5

Jan Thelen, Coordinator
Special Populations Office
Department of Education 
P.O. Box 94987 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
(402) 471-4319
E-mail: jthelen@edneb.org
PROGRAMS FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS WITH DISABILITIES: 
AGES BIRTH THROUGH 2

Joan Luebbers, Consultant 
Special Populations Office
State Department of Education
P.O. Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509
(402) 471-2463
E-mail: luebbers@edneb.org

Charlotte Lewis, Part C Co-Coordinator
NE Department of Health & Human Services
P.O. Box 95044
Lincoln, NE 68509-5044
(402) 471-9329
E-mail: charlie.lewis@hhss.state.ne.us

Carol Fichter, Director
Early Childhood Personnel Development
6949 S. 110th Street
Omaha, NE 68128-5722
(402) 597-4820; (800) 892-4453
E-mail: cfichter@esu3.org
Web: www.esu3.org/ectc/ectchomepage.html
STATE VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AGENCY

Frank Lloyd, Director 
Division of Rehabilitation Services 
Department of Education 
P. O. Box 94987
301 Centennial Mall South, 6th Floor
Lincoln, NE 68509 
(402) 471-3649
Web: www.vocrehab.state.ne.us
OFFICE OF STATE COORDINATOR OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Michael Shain, Director
Student Personnel Services
Career Guidance & Counseling
Vocational Special Needs/Nebraska Dept. of Educ.
P.O. Box 94987; 301 Centennial Mall South 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
(402) 471-4811
STATE MENTAL HEALTH AGENCY 

George Hannigan, Deputy Director 
Department of Health & Human Services
P.O. Box 94728
Lincoln, NE 68509-4728 
(402) 479-5117
E-mail: george.hannigan@hhss.state.ne.us
STATE MENTAL HEALTH REPRESENTATIVE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

Mark Dekraai, Administrator 
Office of Community Mental Health
Department of Health & Human Services
P.O. Box 94728
Lincoln, NE 68509-4728 
(402) 479-5512
STATE DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PROGRAMS 

Roger Stortenbecker, Director
Developmental Disabilities System
Department of Health & Human Services
P.O. Box 94728 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4728
(402) 479-5110
E-mail: roger.stortenbecker@hhss.state.ne.us
STATE DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL

Mary Gordon, Program Administrator
DD Planning Council/HHS
P.O. Box 95044
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509
(402) 471-2330 
E-mail: mary.gordon@hhss.state.ne.us
PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY AGENCY

Timothy Shaw, Executive Director
Nebraska Advocacy Services, Inc. 
522 Lincoln Center Bldg.
215 Centennial Mall South 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
(402) 474-3183; (800) 422-6691
E-mail: tim@nas-pa.org
CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Victoria Rasmussen, CAP Director 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
Department of Education 
301 Centennial Mall South, Box 94987 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
(402) 471-3656; (800) 742-7594 (In NE)
E-mail: vicki_r@nde4.0nde.state.ne.us 
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS

Mary Jo Iwan, Administrator
NE Health & Human Services
Special Services for Children & Adults
P.O. Box 95044
Lincoln, NE 68509-5044
(402) 471-9345
E-mail: maryjo.iwan@hhss.state.ne.us
STATE AGENCY FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED 

Pearl Van Zandt, Director 
Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired
4600 Valley Road, Suite 100 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
(402) 471-2891
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING

Tanya Wendel, Executive Director
NE Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
4600 Valley Road, Suite 420
Lincoln, NE 68510
(402) 471-3593 (V/TTY)
(800) 545-6244 (Voice, in NE only)
E-mail: twendel@ncdhh.state.ne.us
Web: www.nol.org/home/NCDHH
STATE EDUCATION AGENCY RURAL REPRESENTATIVE 

Dr. Douglas D. Christensen, Commissioner
Department of Education 
301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 
(402) 471-5025
E-mail: doug_ch@nde.state.ne.us
REGIONAL ADA TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AGENCY
Jim de Jong, Director
Great Plains DBTAC/ADA Project
University of Missouri/Columbia
100 Corporate Lake Drive
Columbia, MO 65203
(573) 882-3600 (V/TTY); (800) 949-4232 (V/TTY)
E-mail: adalh@showme.missouri.edu
Web: www.ADAproject.org
DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS

Attention Deficit Disorder
To identify an ADD group in your state or locality, contact either:

Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD)
8181 Professional Place, Suite 201
Landover, MD 20785
(301) 306-7070
(800) 233-4050 (Voice mail to request information packet)
E-mail: national@chadd.org
Web: www.chadd.org
National Attention Deficit Disorder Association (ADDA)
P.O. Box 1303
Northbrook, IL 60065-1303
E-mail: mail@add.org
Web: www.add.org
Autism
Deborah Weston-Hahn
Autism Society of Nebraska
1026 Twin Ridge Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68510
(402) 484-6697
E-mail: deb@ispi.net
Web: www.autism-society.org

Brain Injury
Sharon Auld & Jan Kauffman, Executive Directors
Brain Injury Association of Nebraska, Inc.
P.O. Box 124
Gothenburg, NE 69138
(308) 537-7875
E-mail: bil3135@alltel.net
Web: www.biausa.org/nebraska/bia.htm

Developmental Disabilities 
Rene Ferdinand, Executive Director 
The Arc of Nebraska
1672 Van Dorn
Lincoln, NE 68502 
(402) 475-4407 
E-mail: arcneb@inetnebr.com

Epilepsy 
Nancy Maxwell, Executive Director 
Epilepsy Foundation of NE & IA
6910 Pacific St., Ste. 103
Omaha, NE 68106 
(402) 553-6567; (800) 477-0290
E-mail: efni@uswest.net

Learning Disabilities 
Nora Tonnies, President
Learning Disabilities Association of NE
1941 S. 42nd St., Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105-2942
(402) 348-1567
E-mail: ldaofneb@yahoo.com

Mental Health 
Linda Liebendorfer, Executive Director
Nebraska Family Support Network
215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 220
Lincoln, NE 68508-1813
(800) 245-6081; (402) 477-2992

Nancie Kent, Executive Director
NAMI-NE
1941 S. 42nd Street, Suite 517
Center Mall
Omaha, NE 68105
(402) 345-8101; (887) 463-6264
E-mail: NAMI-NE@nami.org
E-mail: nkent@nami.org
Web: www.nami.org/namine/

Mental Retardation
Rene Ferdinand, Executive Director
The Arc of Nebraska
1672 Van Dorn Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 475-4407
E-mail: arcneb@lnetnebr.com
Web: www.arc-nebraska.org

Speech and Hearing 
NE Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
455 S. 11th Street, Suite A 
Lincoln, NE 68508-2105
(402) 476-9573

Spina Bifida 
Spina Bifida Association of NE 
7101 Newport Ave, Suite 206
Omaha, NE 68152-2153 
(402) 572-3570

Visual Impairments
Mary Ann Siller, National Education Consultant
American Foundation for the Blind-Southwest
260 Treadway Plaza, Exchange Park
Dallas, TX 75235
(214) 352-7222
E-mail: dallas@afb.net 

UNIVERSITY AFFILIATED PROGRAM

J. Michael Leibowitz, Ph.D., Director 
Munroe-Meyer Institute 
98540 Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE 68198-5450
(402) 559-6400
Web: www.unmc.edu/mmi
TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE

Mark Schultz, Director
Nebraska Assistive Technology Partnership
5143 S. 48th Street, Suite C
Lincoln, NE 68516-2204
(402) 471-0734 (V/TTY); (888) 806-6287 (V/TTY)
Email: atp@atp.state.nc.us
Web: www.nde.state.ne.us/ATP/TECHome.html

Pam Brown, Coordinator
Nebraska Educational Assistive Technology (NEAT) Center
1910 Meridian Avenue
Cozad, NE 69130
(800) 652-0033 (V/TTY); (308) 784-4525
E-mail: neatcenter@esulo.org
PARENT TRAINING AND INFORMATION PROJECT 

Glenda Davis, Project Director 
Nebraska Parent's Center 
1941 South 42nd St., Suite 122 
Omaha, NE 68105-2942 
(402) 346-0525 (V/TTY); (800) 284-8520 (V/TTY in NE only)
E-mail: gdavis@neparentcenter.org
Web: www.neparentcenter.org
PARENT-TO-PARENT 

Jenny Abels, Coordinator 
Pilot Parents 
1941 South 42nd St., Suite 122
Omaha, NE 68105 
(402) 346-5220 
E-mail: jlegros@ollieweb.org
Web: www.olliewebb.org
OTHER DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS 

Karen C. Ginder, President/CEO
Easter Seals Nebraska
1941 S. 42nd Street, Suite 117
Omaha, NE 68105
(402) 345-2200; (800) 650-9880

Connie K. Hayek, Project Manager
Nebraska Network for Children & Families
121 S. 13th Street, Suite 302
Lincoln, NE 68588-0227
(402) 472-9827; (800) 746-8420
E-mail: librarian@nncf.unl.edu
Web: nncf.unl.edu

John Murphy, Program Consultant
People First of Nebraska, Inc.
c/o Nebraska Advocacy Services
215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 522
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 474-3183
E-mail: john@nas-pa.org
