Scholarship Essay for the Hemi Foundation
What is the greatest challenge I live with?
My name is Karla Accordino and I love life! I had a right hemispherectomy when I was ten years old. Since the surgery my life has never been the same. Even though I no longer have seizures which I am very grateful for, I have many challenges that I have to live with everyday. 

I graduated from Timberline High School in Boise, Idaho on June 1, 2009.  I see myself as an optimist and a very happy person all around. People tell me that I have a very contagious smile. For the most part despite my disability I am a fairly independent person.  

I don’t really have one big and major challenge; rather there are several small challenges that I have adapted to. Some of these adaptations include:  learning and retaining information (my long term memory is very good), typing on the computer one-handed. Not having the full use of my left hand, I have a very strong right arm and can do most things with it, however sometimes I find myself in situations where I need two hands; I have learned to ask for help. I have also adapted to wearing a leg brace. 


This summer I am looking for a job and preparing to go to college in the fall at the College of Western Idaho. I don’t know what exactly I want to study. I plan to go to school here and get my core credits out of the way, then, I would like to transfer to BYU-I in Rexburg Idaho. Despite the challenges that I have to live with and face everyday I am very excited to pursue the future. I think that one thing I have learned from having this disability is that no matter your physical condition you should always just grab life ad enjoy it and live every day like it was your last and live life to it’s fullest. 
