Hemispherectomy Essay
My name is Sarah Shivock. I am 18 years old and a senior at Holy Cross High School in Dunmore P.A. .  I plan on attending  Pennsylvania College of Technology next fall to pursue my dream of becoming a nurse.  The inspiration for this dream came from my grandmother who is a retired O.R. nurse. I always admired her stories of the OR and how hard she worked to serve other people.
I suffered a stroke before I was born and began having intractable seizures at the age of four.  After trying every medication and spending time on the ketogenic diet, I underwent a  right Hemispherectomy at Johns Hopkins on October  23, 1996 . 
 After my surgery I had to face a couple more challenges  than I did before.  Some of the challenges were tying my shoes, holding things, and participating in sports. I had a tendon transfer surgery done on my left arm to put it in a better position so I could use it to do more things with two hands.   It took a while to adapt to these challenges but I eventually learned how to tie my shoes, first with one hand then with two hands. As for the sports, over the years I have participated in community basketball leagues, and cheerleading for the local public school’s midget football team.  I was also a cheerleader in  8th grade for my school’s basketball team.  I currently am my high school’s mascot and on the school’s track and field team. 

 My inspiration to face my challenges came from my mother who taught me to never give up, just do as much as I can do, and to do my very best everyday.  She never treated me differently and had the same expectations for me as she did for her other three children.  If something was difficult for me, she did whatever it took to afford me the opportunity to accomplish the challenges that I faced.
I will use this inspiration and what I have learned throughout the years to help me purse my dream in my nursing career. I have learned to do whatever I want and try.  If  I face a hurdle or a challenge I can advocate to get the supports and services that I need to be successful.  I have made contacts with agencies in my community to assist me in reaching my full potential.  I look at the challenges I face as just another “bump in the road” on my way to success.
